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Look! Pay attention! The next SBUG meeting will be held at the Saratoga 
Library The meeting dates will be as follows; November 8th, December i3th and 
January 1 0th 

The time of the meetings is constant: 19:15 otherwise known as seven fiftenn P. M 

COMING EVENTS Will there be elections? Will the club continue. Heavy hemming 
and hawing, rancorous, rabid raving, incisive insights, all of this may be expected , 



MEMBERSHIP 

If you wish to become a member of SBUG and start receiving our newsletter 
DYNAMIC MEMORIES then send a $20 check or money order to the following address 

SOUTH BAY USERS' GROUP 

P, Box 601 16 

Sunnyvvale, CA 94088 

Or come to one of our maetings. We also perpetrate a bulletin board to which you 
will have access as a member of SBUG 
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SBUG STEERING COMMITTEE 

TITLE NAME USERNAME PHONE 

Chairman: Chris Oman OMAN (408) 9i35-9460 

Treasurer: Henry Schutze HENRY (406)866-5731 

Editor: Joel Lee EDITOR (408) 926-3999 

Librarian: Bernie Thompson BERNIE (408)867-7455 

Librarian: Frank Gottschalk FRANK (415)651-2313 

S y s p s : 'vV r1 g h t H u n 1 1 e y W RIGHT 

Jim Gonsalves (408) 241-9347 

Technik: Frank Vanslager (408) 257-3647 

OT H E R K E Y 1 N D I v I D U A L S C o v e r d e s i g n e r: V/ r1 g h t H u n 1 1 e y 

Host computer: SBUG ALL (408) 249-8259 

If the need arises feel free to give anyone of us a call. 



THE EDITOR'S BYTES AND BITES 

ARE WE OR ARENT WE? 

We didn't quite decide at the last meeting. One of the better suggestions Vvas that 
those who wish should join another club, probably Silicon Valley but that we 
continue meeting Implicitly the nevv'sletter and the bulletin board would be 
dropped. They just add up to loo much ■■/■/ork for the people who turn them out 

I was repeatedly thanked ana praised for my efforts with the newsletter I 
appreciate that, but we might also remember Bernie's lost lunch hours printing it 
plus the stamping, collating and stapling; time consuming and boring work No one 
has thanked Henry for his jealous guardianship of the club's funds Tliank you, 
Henry, No one has thanked Chris for the hours he hias spent organizing meetings, 
getting speakers for these meetings, and the help he has given us together and 
severally on hardware and software problems Thank you, Chris, 

continued on page 10 
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SBOG Financial Statement 
October 20, 1988 



eceipts : 


October 


Y-T-Date 


% Dsed 


Budget 


Members dues 


20.00 


200.00 


25.00% 


800.00 


Disk Library 


12.00 


107.00 


71.33% 


150.00 


LoadSO 


0.00 


40.00 


13.33% 


300.00 


Documentation 


0.00 


0.00 


0.00% 


25.00 


Interest 


0.00 


26.79 * 


107, 16% 


25.00 


Miscellaneous 


0.00 


60.00 


30.00% 


200.00 


Total Receipts 


32.00 


433.79 


28.92% 


1500.00 



Disbursements : 



Phone 


7 


58 


95 


87 


63 


91% 


150 


00 


Otilities 





00 





00 





00% 


120 


00 


Printing 





00 





00 





00% 


100 


00 


Postage 





00 


72 


00 


55 


38% 


130 


00 


P Box 





00 


39 


00 


134 


48% 


29 


00 


Bank charges 


5 


00 


10 


00 


41 


67% 


24 


00 


Disk Library 





00 





00 





00% 


120 


00 


Documentation 





00 





00 





00% 


50 


00 


LoadSO Subscription 





00 





00 





00% 


150 


00 


SBDG BBS Repairs 





00 





00 





00% 


100 


00 


Misc. Expenses 





00 


69 


00 


55 


20% 


125 


00 


Total Disbursements 


12 


58 


285 


87 


26 


04% 


1098 


00 


Beginning Cash Balance 


828 


52 


700 


02 


103 


86% 


674 


02 


Net Receipts 


19 


42 


147 


92 


36 


80% 


402 


00 


Ending Balance 


847 


94 


847 


94 


78 


80% 


1076 


02 



*This amount includes $2.17 received in 1987 but posted in 1988. 



I have someone interested in a Model III, if you have one which 
is for sale, call me at (408) 867 7455. Bernie Thompson. 
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PERFECTING WORD 
by EcUXon. 



pnobahSLy tio*. *.Ke jt,e.ml.-iJcn.oJL , 
patKbXbSLy *.Ke quanaten ■SXinaJl? 
uiond about Ulond Pen-Sec*.. T 

have go3t*.en ^oine *.hA.-nsu> 

-fttnoXahtened out, j>ome by 
hnute A*jiena*.K, ^ome by a 
curmiTia I cticfn'*. tmoui I had. 
Ye* , 1 'SUL teJLR. aou aJUL about 
both ma bnute -atrtenath a* uteJUt 
oj> my cuTtTLina , 

Aa you may nemeniben 1 had a 
Jlot oi tjiouhK.e inith uoncCo 
numLina togethen uihen I -SAJX*t 
began BM.th 5.0, I -iJimaSULy 
■Sound that X-S 1 -tirtat u»ed 
Standand prtinten a-nd thena 
eithen EpAon on IBM Pnoprutnten 
that the pnobJleni uiemt auay. 
Th-Lt. WAS a pnoanam to pnoanam 
,6Qjlution, Now x-t hoa become a 
penmaTient ^oJlutXan aTid Xt 
puzzJle* me that Xt ,6hou«.d have 
happened and hou Xi. happened, 
QueatXon not -inom whence the 
ma-nna coiner, o&Auage youn 
hunaen and be snate^uR., 

I iA^naJULy aot UiPSO to pnint 
out 11 X-ncheA wA.de, Thene 

wene two pQA.-nt,a i^o iMJU> one. 
My EpAon prttnten JLb IBM 
compatXWle , UJPSO ho* the 

Epson EX 800 cm XXj> priXinteR 
SLLbi. but not my EX 1000 which 
■Ij) the uU.de. cajirutaae ven^Xon, 
UIPSO DOES howeven have the IBM 
PnopriX-nten XL on Xta JLLat and 
that Xj> a wide cartnx.aae 
prU.ntcxi. Fan a wide canruiaae. 
command to wonfe the pninten 
^eJlected rouat be a wide 
conniage pninten. Can't ongue 
with that. The next point 



i-ook me a whiR.e, Thene one S 
,&tepA to ao thnouah to do iitX.de. 
conniage pnintina, I aot that 
a-Sten too maTiy roifttakeA a-nd 
cane-Su*. neadina oS my 3 
ma-nuaA* (ai^.way^> hedpSod the 3 
manuoK. appnoach ) , It j>iJiSJL 

woaTTi't wonteina, I iXnaJUiy dJLd 
aet it wonfeina , but wo-ft-n't 
quite ,t>une how. It occunned 
t.o me to go to neveaJt codea 
and thene wo* the an^ouen, I 

had a quonten oi a page oi 
wide canniaae comrna-nda unden 
"neveoil code*". My pnobCem 

wa^ that ju,6t oo with "centen 
page" the onden i.o ao Xo inJLde. 
canniaae ma*t be aiven when 
the cunaon JU> at the vena 
begi-nnina oi the text, -not 
even ans. Jletten a-itenwonda. 

One oi the thinaa that feeepa 
(UP50 -Snom neoRJly beina a 
deafetop puhfiXahina pnoanam Xa 
ita .R.acfc oS <onta. They ane 
avaifi.abJ?.e i-S you have a Ji.aj>en 
but humbde -ioSLk JLitee ua don't 
have SLoLbejiA. I do have a 
pnoanam caJULed NICE PRINT 
which aivea tne accea.a to 
,aevenaR. ianij). 

The^e one; 

Native ( pninta Xn the wand 
pnoceAAon -Sont) 

Roman 

Sana Seni-S 

Qnaton 

Scnipt 

Computcn 

QK.de EnaJiXah 

MUL oi theae may be had in: 
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PXca 

CondetLfted 
JLange. 

E£x.*.e JLorvae 

PXca Aorta e 

CondeiL&ed 

EfU.=te 




FXgune 1 

Ulhene wene you 
you? 



Thene '^ a .K.o*. 
monc bu*. I 

oJLneoLdy wno*.e abou*. *.ha*, when 
1 ctid a nevXew o< *.Ke pnosnam- 
Iti any ccu>e a*. 'a a pxiognam 
*.Ka*. waJLR. pu*. ^ome pXzazz Xiato 
UJP50, X*. gXve^ Xi: *.he -iaYifcA 
:tha*. a-ny de^tetop pubAXoKen 
*hoa2.d have, 

1 have oJU>o go*:*.e-n *.he 
"LXbnany" upa-nade -Son WPSO. 
ThX* cofU>X^t* oS : 

CaJlcuJla*.on 
CoJleYidan 
FXde MaTiag en 
Macno/Pnognam EdX^ton 
Notebook 

a^d *:he Sheitd pnognam whXch 
X-ntegnaiLej> oJUi. the^e wX*.h 
WPSO. Thene one a coupJte o6 
othen nX-aon goodXe* oa wefUl. 
The caJlcoK-aton a-nd the 

co-He-ndon one centaX'nJly 

■SamXQXan to aJLK. oi you except 
that Uiond Peniect'* venaXon oS 
theae aj, veny powen-6u.ll Xvideed, 
The FXde Ma-nag en aT\d the 
Macno/Pnognam Editon one ^eJl-6 
expJla-natony , 

The Notebook aj> ^^nti'z.'i.d vsjxy 
haTidy a* Xo the cKXpboond 
whXch /i^ one oi the rrvsnoyn 



30odJLej>. TKe 

Noieboofc may 

be uAed a& 

Jui**. thai. cox 

X*. may be u^ed 

a ,6 y o u n 

autotnaiXc 

phone faoole- 

By thXa 1 mea-n 

that X-i you. 

whe-n we ix'^'s.d.i.di h(xv^ the -fiame^a 

aTid -numben* 

EYitened Xt\ the 

Notebook you 

may dXoJl them 

thnough youn modem. That 'j> 

haTidy. Fon example X-6 1 am 

deoJiXfig by phone wXth my 

.otabJle oi bnXJLRXa-nt authon.* , I 

ca-n dXoJl them -inom Notebook 

a-fid .aXmuK-ta-neouAJly nevXew the 

oniXcJle* that they have 

wnXtte-n on the />enee-n X-n iHoxxri 

Pen-Sect, 

The cKXpboond wXtUl expont airxy 
kX-nd oi text -Snom a"ny pnognam 
X-n the SheJLK. ( aJlmafit oJUL ) to 
a-fiy othen ( aCmo,6t ) , You couAd 
ion example, type "Death to 
aJLSi tyna-at*," A.-n WPSO, ^irncC Xt 
to the cJLXpboond, the-n 

doum.fi.oad /.t -inom the cRXpboond 
i.o the Notebook, aA a -SXUe to 
the FX£.e Ma-nag en on a,c. a 
nemX-aden cm the coJle-ndoTi 
appoX-ntment,a , Don ' t .Het a-ay 

tyna-atft catch you at ,<.t 
though. 

One mone tnXcky deoJl wXth WP 
5, Xm the comma-nd "X7v<..t.i.a.£L-Lze 
pnX-nten" , Eveny tA.me a-ay kX-nd 
oi cha-f\ge ho.* bee-f\ made wXth 
ne,6pect to pn-CntX-ng Xt ,Lt> be-st 
to type Sh-6t F 7, 7. 
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I wrote the previous tvv'o pages with 
NICEPRINT ma V/ord Perfect 5 just to 
give you an Idea of their possibilities. 
Indeed, to turn out this newsletter I use 
the follovv'ing programs: 

V/P50 
FONTASV 
NICEPRINT 
FIRST PUBLISHER 
INSTANT PAGES 
PRINTMASTER 

These are all on drive D along with a 
few very necessary files and utilities 
(command. corn, config.sys, ansi.sys and 
a couple more) 

Drive D is set aside as my word 
processing drive. These programs and 
the few utilities occupy 12 miillion 
bytes and a little more,, Vou can see 
Yv'hy it got to the point y/here I needed 
tv/o hard disks. 

There is no doubt that I v/ill be getting 
more in the way of desktop publishing 
programs some time in the future. The 
thing that looms large in my mind at 
present is the Hercules RarnFont. I can't 
afford it. In March I hope to go to a 
VGA system That vv'on't do a great deal 
for desktop publishing but it v.'ill help 
my eyes,. 

On the subject of programs, I have 
gotten QUICKEN I have worked vvith 
several bookkeepng programs 1n the 
past Most of them gave me a headache 
and didn't keep MV books Somebody 
else's, rnaybe, but not mine. The only 
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one that worked ToF irTe was 

Tallymaster for the Model 4 Currently 
I have MoneyCounts 5,0, I have been 
Vv'orking v/'ith it for some time and 
vv'ould probably have it working 
efficiently vv'lthln another 2 mionths. 
I'm not critisizing MoneyCounts, it's 
just that these programs don't come 
easy for rne, 

1 have a suspicion that that's true of 
many people because Quicken has had an 
enormous success, currently rating 
fifth on PC Magazine's list of best 
sellers. Quicken is something else,, I 
have vv'orked with it just enough to see 
that it is going to be no problem, that it 
is going to be invaluable both on my job 
and for my domestic budget. And it's 
easy, I understand it!!!!!!!!!! 

Recently on miy job, we have taken over 
the kind of payments that are normally 
done by a property management firm. 
Quicken is going to make it easy. V/e 
are held up now because the bank has 
not sent us the printed checks that go 
vv'ith the account. I Vv1ll then have to 
send one of these printed checks to 
Quicken so that they in turn can print 
out the checks that go v/ith the 
program, I tested the program with 
some blank checks that were sent us 
and v/as very happy with the results. 
Once vv'e get going on Quicken I Vv1ll give 
you an exhaustive report on it, I'm sure 
that some of you vvill be using It in the 
future 

I also got a Spanish spelling checker 
from V/ P The disk came in the mail 
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($60,00) Not a word on how to use it 
No Read Me on the disk, nothing. So I 
don't know how to check nny Spanish 
spelling Actually Spanish spelling is 
dead easy. I do have trouble with the 
orthography— the accent marks. Once I 
can get some Information from WP on 
how the Spanish speller works it will 
be a help to me, not only with any 
current document, but also when I have 
to write without the computer. I never 
studied Spanish formally, just a second 
hand grammar, a dictionary that was 
second hand when I bought it 45 years 
ago and whatever I could pick up, not 
always from what are considered the 
best literary sources I can't quote 
from El Cid or Don Quixote, but my 
swearing is picturesque. 

HANDY TRICKS ^ 1 

This one is from PC-Magazine which has 
a habit of putting out good routines, 
programs and utilities 1 like it so 
much that I have put it in all my major 
directories. If you'll think about it 
you'll see how handy it is.. It is a bat 
file, I call it Do. bat. If you decide to 
use it don't forget to put @echo off on 
one line and the rest all together on 
another line. The @ is for MS'DQS 3.3. 
users 

(a echo off 

For %%x \r\{\%\%%2 %3 %4) do CD %% 

WP COMES THROUGH 

I got hold of WP Corp today. 
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Their telephone access has been greatly 
improved. They have divided the help 
phones by computers (Apple, Atari, etc. 
and by types of questions, general, 
features, etc. I called for my Spanish 
Speller and got on after the third try. I 
was told how to access it, simple 
enough (Shft F8,4,4, ES). It worked but 
then started to tell me the Spanish 
dictionary was not on the path I 
checked that of course and went through 
everything to make sure it was right. It 
was. So, I called back to WP. It took a 
little longer this time but I made it. 
The person who answered this time had 
to go to reference but he finally came 
through with the setup Instructions, 
That was the part I had been missing. 
Now all is well and whenever you want 
your Spanish spelling (No chicane or 
pocho, please) checked just call on me. 
I got some more info on the 
wordstogether syndrome. I had been 
told this before by WP customer service 
but hadn't been told and didn't realize 
all the angles to It. WP has a 
complicated automatic hyphenation set 
up. One of the two parameters must be 
set to when one runs into the 
wordtogether bug. It is necessary to do 
It eaa^ time you begin something new 
or else do It through the setup program 
Oh, I can do that, I said gaily to the 
support person, thanks, and 1 hung up. 
Well 1 can't do that. I'm just going to 
have to go through all 3 manuals until I 
catch on 

WP50 has some desktop publishing 
features but I prefer to put out a 
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-catalogs from Radio 




October 20, 1988 

in the mail today- 
Shack, from 
Micro Center and 
from Best Buys 
PLUS the 
November issue 
of the Computer 
Shopper 

featuring "High 
Speed Multi-User 
Graphics" All of 
us routinely receive this sort of thing 
and we are alternately pleased (when 
we find something we want) and 
annoyed (when the junk mail piles up in 
our post boxes and homes.) I want to go 
over some of the offers in these 
catalogs for the commentaries they 
offer on the current computer scene. 

Let us begin with Radio Shack The 
catalog/flyer is meant for the general 
shopper, i e. it is not directed to me as 
a computer owner The cover features 
Santa Claus, stereo headphones and a 
flashlight. Several computers are 
offered inside starting with the 1000 
HX. This comes with MSDOS in ROM. 
This is very handy and saving of disk 
storage space as well as being quicker. 
It doesn't say what version of MSDOS it 
is. Most of us routinely upgrade our 
version of MSDOS as Ihey appear Vou 
wont be able to do that under the Tandy 
system 

From the catalog, "Your first program is 
included-- Personal DeskMate 2 This 



o 
o 




integrated program uses plain-Englif.- 
menus and dialogue boxes, and feature-: 

PAINT, 
MUSIC, 
TEXT, 

WORKSHEET 
and 3 other 
programs; 

The pricfe 
with cole 
monitor k 
and on- 

750K floppy is $798.00 Not bad,. N. 
where does it tell you how much RAM 
included. Just underneath the ad for tht 
HX Is a little box headed "BONUS! Buu 
the memory plus expansion adaptor and 
receive DeskMate at no charge. 

Expands Tandy 1 000 HX/EX to 348K RAM 
Speeds up operation with DMA circuit. 
Allows for addition of another 256K 

DeskMate Bonus! Now with te' 
applications! Text with spellln^ 
checker. Worksheet, Filer and Forrr 
Setup, Address book. Calendar, phone 
accessory. Draw, Hangman and mors 
[The phone accessory requires a 
modem--Edl 

The expansion unit costs $149.95 ILs 
not mentioned on that page but you can 
buy an external 5 1/4 inch drive from 
Tandy for $ 1 69.95 You would thus have 
a working computer with sufficient 
software for $i 1 17.90 You could work 
for the rest of your life with this set,;: 
and not spend another nickel A little 
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cramped and a little awkward because 
of the floppy but you could work with it 



Now let us see what you can get in 
Connputer Shopper, Ladies and 

gentlemen, we have here an 
advertisement from ULTRA-COMP for 
the ULTRA TURBO- 10 640 PC, And what 
do we get from the ULTRA TURBO- !0? 
Looky here! 



477-10 Mhz mo 
Power indicators 
CPU 8 expansion 
AT style keyboard 
button 150 Watt 
floppy disc drive 
port game port 
battery backup 
640x240 monitor 



therboard Led and 
640K 120NS 8088-1 
slots AT style case 
Keyboard lock Reset 
power supply 350K 
parallel port serial 
clock/calendar with 
14" Samsung RGB 



All this for $919 plus shipping and 
handling. To make it even with the 
Tandy add a 1,2 Meg floppy for $109, 
(from the same company of course.) Vou 
now have, if my calculator has not 
betrayed me, $1028. Plus shipping and 
handling. There is a guarantee of one 
year, equal to Tandy's. 

There is one little problem here. I don't 
know a thing about Ultra Camp I have 
seen, without exaggeration, a hundred 
of these companies appear and 
disappear I will always remember the 
Ginzu knife. It was guaranteed for life 
A year and a half after they started 
selling them they went into bankruptcy 
The Ginzu knife was a good knife. The 
company made a lot of money on them 



Going into bankruptcy was just a ploy. 
Sales of the once hot item had slowed, 
the owners weren't interested any more 
and arranged to file for bankruptcy. The 
people who bought Ginzu knives are now 
doing (in some cases) picturesque 
things with the guarantee. 

Nevertheless you can buy the same; 
system setup from Whole Earth | 
Computers in Berkeley. 1 don't have ^ 
their ad at hand, but 1 have seen it. 
Whole Earth systems have a good 
reputation, their prices run just about 
equal to the above and they have been ^ 
around for some time. Best of all 
Berkeley is not that faraway. 

So, what have we gotten with all this? 
You can't call the Tandy HX a bad buy. 
Tandy's guarantee Is good--from here in 
San Jose usually a ten day turnaround. 
If you pick another company be careful 
that they have some time in the j 
business and that they have a good I 
reputation 

If the HX is a good buy then a similar 
computer purchased from Whole Earth, 
Dyna, or Dell is a lot better buy. 

Next we have, well, I have, the Special 
Fall Offers from Mei/Micro Center of 
MOO Steel wood Road, Columbus Ohio. 
They specialize in discounted floppy 
disks, printer ribbons, disk cases and a 
few etceteras. Now that 1 have two 
hard disks I don't need floppys anymore, 
that's why I recently purchased 100 
floppys and two disk cases from 
Mei/liicro Center $25 00 for the 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 



I strongly suggest that we come to a 
final, definite decision at the November 
meeting. We cannot just drift, losing 
membership like a dead cow in the 
Amazon river being reduced to a carcass 
by the tiny, voracious bites of 
thousands of piranhas. 

Whatever may come I have enjoyed the 
company of all of you, I will miss the 
club if it does break up I would be 
remiss, ungrateful and thoughtless if I 
didn't thank all of you for many happy 
hours. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 

hundred I also got two disk cases, 
$3.95 each I've used two of the 
floppies with no problems Do you 
remember paying $2.00 and more for 
these? That takes care of Mei/Mlcro 
Center. 

Now we come to a catalog called Best 
puys from Shoppers' Advantage of 
iWesterville, Ohio i have a feeling that 
you're about as familiar with Shopper's 
^Advantage as you are with Weslerville, 
Ohio. (If I have disparaged your wide 
ranging knowledge of shopping or Ohio, 
my sincerest apologies ) 

This is one of those mail order firms 
offering every thing from a "Wayne 
Gretzky hockey set' to a "luxurious blue 
<fox" full length coat, the latter at 
$1299.00 I suppose that Wayne Gretzky 
is now in favor with American mail 



order firms because he moved to 
Hollywood (or close enough). 1 suppose 
also that which of these two Items you 
buy depends on who you know. My 
instinct would be to send for the 
luxurious blue fox coat. I know people 
who like them. 

It is a sign of our times that this sort 
of company also offers computers; a 
desk top and a portable In order to 
continue on the comparison path let's 
take a look at the desktop Here I would 
do best to quote directly from the 
catalog 

"The Vendex Limited Edition (limited to 
whom?-Ed) Computer. Performance and 
Power, (Wow— Ed) The Vendex LTD 
'Headstart' computer has 768K RAM 
memory for running software, two 360 
K disk drives, and the entire system 
runs a turbo, Intel 8088-2 
microprocessor operating at 8 or 4,77 
Mhzl The LTD has a serial and a parallel 
port for your modem or printer. And the 
system includes a 21.3 megabyte hard 
disk card, a 14 inch RGB monitor, a 
mouse, a 3-1n-one graphics card, the 
'Headstart' software kit, and with 7 
expansion slots the LTD is a highly 
flexible machine, A three year 
manufacturer's warranty and money 
saving coupons also come with 
purchase " 

You can't fault that price. The catalog 
company will add a years' guarantee to 
the manufacturer's guarantee Of 
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Of course, all these guarantees leave 
me worrying about packing and shipping 
a connputer back and forth across the 
United States. Sadly I must confess my 
ignorance as to who is Vendex as well 
as the exact location of Westerville, 
Ohio., 1 feel like one of those kids who 
when asked to put his finger on the 
globe where China is, puts it on France. 
If they asked me for Westerville I might 
even pick Toledo! That's ignorance. 

The point and the Importance of all this 
is that a hodgepodge mail order outfit 
like this finds it worth its time to 
Include computers Everyone wants to 
get into the act! Welcome to you, 
Vendex, Shopper's Advantage and 
Westerville. 

PLEASANTQN/SAN MATEO SWAP MEETS 

by Frank Gottschalk 

I am not the world's leading expert on 
the subject of Swap Meets. Here, 
nevertheless, I offer my opinions to 
those of you that have never been to a 
Swap Meet 



from him One other, more reputable ^ 
looking guy's price was way too high 

Still looking for some memory chips, I 
went to the San Mateo Meet yesterday- 
Saw Richard Calvin there but he hadn't 
bought anything yet either At least it 
was large enough to have a good variety 
of merchandise. Of note to me was a 
vendor with Hayes compatible external 
Modems for $69. Disappointing however 
was the huge table reserved for 
consignments. It had only a few, tiny 
items on It. This Is where I usually have 
my most fun, looking for useful old 
stuff. On the up side, i finally found my 
memory chips! A large,reputable 

looking display caught my eye. Blessed 
am l„ there were my 56K-150 memory 
chips. Happy days! I bought them for $8 
each. I will put them in my 2nd Model 4 
to make my IMEG RAMDRIVE. 

Other than the specific items 
mentioned, I find 'the "Swap Meets" a 
waste of time for me because I'm only 
looking for the older stuff. I think those 
at Foothill College are the most fun. 



The Pleasanton affair was 

disappointingly small. It only filled half 
of a not too large building, much the 
same as the last Santa Clara Swap I 
went to. Not being into MS-DOS and 
Clones, it all looked pretty much like 
all the other meets. Of course, 
absolutley nothing for TRS-BO's I was 
mainly looking for memory chips, and 
found one sleezy looking, hard sell guy 
with a good price but was afraid to buy 

Page 1 



Editor's note: It seems that the, 

popularity of swap meets is on the | 

wain. They were the province of the 

hacker, the semi-hacker and the soon to ^ 

be hacker. All of these still exist, but 

apparently they are an endangered, 

species. Apropos, how odd it is that 

newspaper and magazine articles I 

portray the hacker as sem1-v1ll1anous, 

semi-lunatic yet to the computer. 

cognoscenti it Is a term of respect 
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Srd diskmianagement— part three 

How To Keep Track of Your Hard Disk 
by 
Dean Severns 
rst let me say that I did try to put the 
3rd Disk Menu program on the club's 
3S, but the system is temporarily 
iwn. However, once it is up I will get 
ie program uploaded to it Otherwise, 
Ik your computing friends, there are a 
■w copies of it floating around. 

jw if you have your files all neatly put 
f/ay in sub- directories, your hard 
Isk should be fairly well organized. So, 
lu may think that your management 
(ties are well under control. AHHHH, 
It not so, what happens when you 
(guely remember about a small utility 
[ogram that you have somewhere in a 
Ibdirectory named 'MISC short for 
SCELLANEOUS When you first put it 
the hard disk you didn't think you 
buld use it that much, so you didn't 
t it on your hard disk menu. But now 
u urgently need it to complete a 
port your working on, or worse yet, 
u get a DISK FULL ERROR, Suddenly 
en that well organized subdirectory 
ructure won't help you. Vou need to 
Id that file, or delete some unneeded 
es fast, and I mean FAST! No time for 
ping away at a DOS ■C;>' prompt. You 
ed a program that quickly displays 
ur directories and allows you to 
■nply highlight a file and either run, 
py, or delete it 

sre are quite a few of these programs 
)und, such as QuickDOS, XTree, 
fools, some quick and dirty public 
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domain programs, also the new 
"environments" like Windows, DOS 4,0, 
and OS/2 have these features built in. 

So now you are supposed to ask, how do 
these programs make file management 
so fast?. The one "key' that all these 
programs have In common is what the 
Macintosh world calls "point and click," 
By simply moving a highlight bar 
around your directory listing to "point" 
at the file(s) you want to manipulate 
and "clicking" a key or the button of 
your mouse, you can easily run, copy, or 
delete the file(s). Point and Click is 
much easier than having to type the all 
too familiar commands like DIR, DEL 
xxxx.xxx, and COPY xxxxxxx at the DOS 
prompt. This procedure is a little hard 
to show in -a newsletter article, but I 
am sure that everyone has used some 
program where the arrow keys were 
used to move a highlighted cursor 
around the screen and press the ENTER 
key to select the highlighted Item, 

Now that we have our subdirectories 
staring at us, you can go through the 
disk and either copy or delete files that 
don't really need to be on the hard disk. 
In order to free up space, files can be 
selectively copied to floppies for 
storage or just erased 

For example, your LOTUS 1-2-3 
subdirectory has a lot of the work 
sheets with the extension xxxx.WKI 
mixed in with the other files needed to 
run 123, A simple: 

COPY * WK1 to A DEL * WK1 
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■.-.•ojia move all of the work sheets to 
ficapys. But what if you wanted to 
keep the ones you update everyday? 
Tough luck. You are stuck with typing 
the filenames of all the work sheets 
you want to move around. However, by 
using the point and click method of the 
file management programs you could 
selectively highlight just the files to 
delete or move to floppy diskette, thus 
saving a considerable amount of typing 
and time 

Routinely backing up your data to 
floppies will give you some 
hard-disk-crash insurance and erasing 
un-needed files will free up space for 
that all important report you were 
working on at the beginning of this 
article. 

SPEEDDDDDDD 

Speed is something we usually never 
get enough of. If you have just recently 
installed a hard disk in your machine, 
you are probably still trying to get used 
to its blazing speed. But, as you begin 
to get used to the disk's speed and fill 
it with all your programs, you 
sometimes find yourself waiting for 
your favorite program to load or your 
database to finish its search. Where has 
the blazing speed gone? You wonder 
what happened. Has your disk gotten 
slower with age? Fortunately, it Is not 
the disk itself, but the way DOS stores 
your files on the disk 

V/hen you save a file to disk DOS starts 
putting in the first free space it comes 
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to If the space is not big enough it will 
put the rest of the file in the next first 
free space. This results in the file being 
spread over more than one continuous 
block on the disk. This is called 
fragmentation, and causes DOS to take 
longer to find all the parts of the file 
when reading it into memory. The 
problem is compounded when one is 
faithful and deletes those un-needed 
files to free up space. Every time a 
small file was deleted it freed up a 
small block of space near the "front" of 
the disk. The next large file to be saved 
was then spread around to all those 
small spaces. 

The solution to all of this is called of 
all things a "Disk Optimizer," The 
optimizer goes through the entire disk 
and puts the fragmented files back 
together again Then when you load that 
long program, DOS finds it all in one 
place and reads it much faster. Joel Lee 
gave us a demonstration of PCTools 
Plus' optimization feature at the last 
club meeting. This latest version runs 
much faster than previous versions and 
took less than 5 minutes to optimize 
his disk. Of course the larger the leveJ 
of fragmentation, the longer It will 
take to sort through the entire disk As 
an example, it typically takes about 
half an hour for the old version of 
PCTools to optimize my 20MB drive 
Now i have told you everything I do to 
get the most from my hard disk 
However i still sometimes wish it had 
more space and only a 2Bmsec access 
time instead of 65msec, But that is 
what Christmas is for RIGHT? I only 
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hope that my laved ones remember this 
at the appropriate time^ 

Buying, Using, and Optimizing the Hard 
Disk by Lewis Perdue Second in a three 
part series from Bay Area Computer 
Currents Aug 23 - Sep, 5, 1988 



The large amount of data that can be 
stored on a hard disk and the attendant 
danger of crashes puts an additional 
administrative chore on you that does 
not exist with floppies: backup. 

The backup of hard disks is most 
commonly done to floppy disks since 
this is the alternative most commonly 
available to PC users. Hard disks can 
also be backed up to other hard disks or 
to streaming tape drives, a method that 
is rapidly gaining in popularity and 
dropping in price. Because of the 
expense and the limited storage space, 
back up to another hard disk is rarely 
practical. Using the backup utility 
software provided with PC or liS-DQS, 
it takes about an hour and 28 floppy 
disks to backup ten megabytes of hard 
disk data. There are faster backup 
utilities (such as BackEZ from EZLogic 
of Los Altos, CA,) available but it still 
takes 28 floppies Streaming tape, 
which uses a variety of cassette and 
cartridge sizes, is a more convenient 
method of backing up your hard disk 

Another downside of using a hard disk 
is disk maintenance Because of the 
manner in which PC/MS-DOS stores 
files on the hard disk, its possible for a 
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large file — such as a frequently used 
database — to be spread out all over 
your disk — a situation known as file 
fragmentation. Fragmentation will slow 
down data- base searches drastically. 
You will periodically need to use utility 
software (such as Disk Optimizer from 
SoftLogic Solutions of Manchester, N.H. 
or PCToQls) to clean up this mess and to 
have each file stored on contiguous 
sectors on your disk. 

Likewise, there is an initial hard disk. 
This can quickly fill up the space Even 
20 megabytes can go quickly when ycu 
have two or three software programs 
taking up one to three megabytes of 
space, Graphics or desktop publishing 
software is usually the worst offender 
because of the programming complexity 
required. A program like Graphwrite 
occupies about 2.5 megabytes just for 
the program, a single scanned PC 
Paintbrush Image could eat up an entire 
megabyte, and the newest edition of 
Lotus 1-2-3, version 2.01, requires a 
little more than 1.4 megabytes just to 
load the software For this reason, you 
will need to periodically go through 
your files, copy the less-frequently 
used ones onto floppies, and delete 
them from the hard disk 

Selecting The Hard Disk 



TO BE CQNTINUED NEXT MONTH 
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